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“Courage is the ladder on which 

all the other virtues mount.” 
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–Clare Boothe Luce

Radical feminists 
protest Dr. 
Christina Hoff 
Sommers’ lecture 
at Georgetown 
University
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Equipping Young Women 
Leaders for Success

A capacity crowd of young conservative women filled a room on 
Capitol Hill for Luce’s annual Conservative Women’s Intern Training 

Seminar. Read more about the event on page 4.

KT McFarland is 
Luce’s 2015 Woman 

of the Year
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Katie Kieffer speaks 
at the Midwest 
Women’s Summit in 
Minneapolis
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Mark your calendars!
Texas Women’s Summit

October 22-24, 2015
Fort Worth, Texas

Western Women’s Summit
February 11-13, 2016

Santa Barbara, California

Luce’s 2015 summer interns with speaker Cleta Mitchell at the Institute’s Conservative 
Women’s Intern Training Seminar. From left: Nicole Johnson from University of Virginia, 

Keira Hornyak from University of Florida, Cleta, Aryssa Damron from Yale University, Anna 
Lippincott from Ohio University, and Ashlee Bierworth from University of Arizona.

“I have been inspired to take back 
to my campus what I have learned 

from this seminar and educate 
my fellow students both about the 
movement and how it can empower 
us to work for change and reform 

in our country.”

—Abby from West Virginia University

An attendee asks a question 
during the seminar’s Q&A

Check out the Institute’s website 
makeover at cblpi.org



 

The Clare Boothe Luce Policy Institute’s 
mission is to prepare women for 

effective leadership and to promote leading 
conservative women. The Institute strives to 
advance America’s women by promoting and 
preserving conservative principles.

The Dr. Elliott & Darla Partridge 
National Headquarters

112 Elden Street, Suite P
Herndon, Virginia 20170

(888) 891-4288
www.cblpi.org

The Luce Ladder is a publication of the Clare Boothe Luce 
Policy Institute, a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization. 
Contributions are eligible for a tax deduction. The Institute’s 
tax ID number is 54-1672138.
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United States Senator Joni Ernst of 
Iowa, this year’s most noteworthy 

woman conservative leader, spoke 
at our summer Conservative Women’s 

Network lunch to a room filled with young women. And 
one of her top staffers addressed our packed Capitol 
Hill Intern Seminar this summer to teach 
students about professional networking. 
An elected Iowa legislator, combat 
veteran, wife, mother, and woman of 
great faith, Senator Ernst won a hard 
fought Senate campaign last year. In 
one of her noteworthy ads she was 
shown fixing hogs – she is not afraid to 
take failed liberal policies head on.

If you love our work with women at the Institute, there 
is a way you can ensure our continued work for the 
values and ideas you care about not just today, but for 
future generations. To learn how you can include the Luce 
Policy Institute in your will, please call our office and ask 
for our free estate planning guide. I am happy to talk 
with you about it, too. Please call me at 703-318-0730.

My twin grandbabies just 
turned two and I made them 
each a little cake. When we 
sang Happy Birthday to them 
they were quite thrilled. We 
teach our young women how 
important families are to a 

happy and productive life. I want to wish you all the joy 
and happiness these twins have given me and my family.

Clare Boothe Luce 
P o l i c y  I n s t i t u t e

Letter from 
the

President
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Spotlight
Leftists at Georgetown 

University recently tried to 
silence longtime Luce campus 
lecturer Dr. Christina Hoff 
Sommers during one of her 
Institute-sponsored speeches 
on feminism.

A number of the militant 
campus feminists protested 
Dr. Sommers and insisted 
on “Trigger Warnings” and 
“Safe Spaces” before the 
event, saying her lecture 
might be “re-traumatizing for 
survivors.” The notion that 

conservative speakers are somehow unsafe to listen to are 
just the newest form of leftwing censorship on campus.

But Luce’s conservative 
women speakers aren’t 
afraid to stand up to liberal 
intimidation tactics. Despite 
the efforts to shut the talk 
down, a standing-room only 
crowd of students attended to 
hear Dr. Sommers speak. The 
lecture drew national media 
attention and the Institute was 
featured on Fox News as well 
as in National Review, Daily 
Caller, Legal Insurrection, 
and HotAir.com. Luce’s video 
of the lecture on YouTube has 
nearly 60,000 views.

Dr. Christina Hoff Sommers 
(right) with Mallory Carr, 

the Georgetown University 
student who worked with 

Luce to organize her lecture

A feminist protestor holds a 
“trigger warning” sign at the 
lecture—the Left’s latest form 

of censorship on campus
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luncheon co-hosted by the Luce Policy Institute and 
The Heritage Foundation.  Held in Washington, DC, the 
luncheons provide attendees with the opportunity to 
learn about current issues from conservative leaders and 
connect with other women in the Washington area.  For 
more information about CWN, visit www.cblpi.org/events or 
contact Camille Hart at chart@cblpi.org.

> Karlyn Bowman, Senior Fellow and Research 
Coordinator at the American Enterprise Institute, spoke 
in November about the 2014 election results.

> Congressman Dave Brat of Virginia, our once-
a-year gentleman speaker, spoke about getting the 
nation’s economy back on track.

> Lisa Nelson, the CEO of the American Legislative 
Exchange Council, gave her outlook on the 2015 
legislative agenda in the state houses. 

> Lisa Daftari, a Fox News Contributor with 
expertise in the Middle East and counterterrorism, 
spoke in February.

> Ying Ma discussed her journey from Communist 
China to inner-city Oakland, California, and what it 
taught her about freedom.

> Diana West spoke about her latest book American 
Betrayal: The Secret Assault on Our Nation’s Character.

> Christina Hoff Sommers, a resident scholar at 
the American Enterprise Institute, discussed the culture 
of radical feminism that has taken over many college 
campuses.

> Senator Joni Ernst, who was elected last year 
as the first woman to serve in a federal elected office 
from the State of Iowa and also the first female combat 
veteran elected to serve in the United States Senate, 
spoke to the CWN audience in June.

Congressman Dave 
Brat (R-VA) was 

CWN’s once-a-year 
gentleman speaker 

last December

Attendees filled 
the auditorium to 
hear newly elected 
U.S. Senator Joni 
Ernst (R-IA) speak 
at CWN in June
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Luce President 
Michelle Easton 

(left) with February 
CWN speaker 

Lisa Daftari, a Fox 
News Contributor 
with expertise in 
counterterrorism 

Each year, the Clare Boothe Luce Policy Institute honors one woman with 
our prestigious Woman of the Year Award. This award recognizes women 
who—like our organization’s namesake, Clare Boothe Luce—show courage, 
leadership, grace, and dedication to advancing conservative principles.  We 
selected Fox News National Security Analyst KT McFarland as our 2015 Woman 
of the Year and presented her with the award at a special luncheon during the 
Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in DC. More than 100 young 
women attended the luncheon to see KT accept the award and hear her speak.

KT has been extraordinarily effective in her writing, radio commentary, and 
appearances on Fox News this year.  While the Obama Administration often 
refuses to recognize the growing threat of radical Islamic terrorism, KT explains 
the truth about America’s enemies in a clear and concise way.

A popular speaker at Luce events, KT was featured in our Great American 
Conservative Calendar last year and will be in the 2016 edition as well.

Woman of the Year
The Luce Policy Institute honors KT McFarland for her leadership and courage

KT McFarland accepting the Institute’s 
2015 Woman of the Year Award
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Author Katie Pavlich addressing the capacity crowd 
of young women attendees at the seminar

 Luce’s training seminar for conservative women interns has become one of the premier events for summer interns in 
Washington, DC. Called “From Campus to Capitol Hill: How to Exceed at your DC Internship,” this year’s seminar filled up well 
in advance and extra seating was added to accommodate all of the young women eager to attend.

 Attendees spent a full day receiving advice and mentoring from top conservative women speakers like Regnery 
Publishing President Marji Ross, attorney Cleta Mitchell, former U.S. Treasurer Bay Buchanan, author Katie Pavlich, and Josie 
Beecher, the scheduler to Senator Joni Ernst. A special session led by media training coach Beverly Hallberg focused on helping 
young women sharpen their public speaking skills.

 This unique Luce training seminar arms young conservative women with the tools they need to succeed as they begin 
their internships in Congress, think tanks, and news organizations—and much of the advice they receive lasts with them long 
after they’ve returned to campus.

The Institute’s first-ever Midwest Women’s Summit took place April 23-25 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. This unique two-day conference, which builds 
on the success of our annual Western Women’s Summit in California, brings 
conservative women together for networking and hearing from top women 
speakers on a variety of important issues.

The Midwest Women’s Summit speaker line-up included Middle East 
expert Nonie Darwish, Regnery Publishing President Marji Ross, True the 
Vote founder Catherine Engelbrecht, “PolitiChicks” Ann-Marie Murrell and 
Dr. Gina Loudon, and author Katie Kieffer. A panel discussion on women 
in media featured National Review Editor Eliana Johnson and journalist 
Katherine Kersten.

The conference concluded with a training seminar especially for the high 
school and college women in attendance, teaching them how to be stronger 
activists for conservative values.

Midwest Women’s Summit
The Institute expands its popular Women’s Summit to Minnesota

Nonie Darwish addressing 
the Summit audience

Kaina Zygowicz from 
Hamline University speaking 

on a student panel

Students networking at the 
Summit welcome reception

Summit student attendees with keynote speaker 
Catherine Engelbrecht (front row, fourth from left)

Summit speaker and 
Minnesota native Katie Kieffer

Intern Training Seminar (continued from page 1)

Regnery Publishing President and 
Luce Board Member Marji Ross 

speaking at Luce’s Intern Seminar

Nearly 100 young women attended 
the seminar to learn how to 
excel at their DC internships


