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Dr. Christina Hoff 
Sommers brings 
a conservative 
message to Ohio 
University
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Strengthening the 
Conservative Movement

Young women representing 43 colleges across the nation gathered 
for CBLPI’s Western Women’s Summit in California. Read more 

about the Summit on page 4.Rep. Marsha 
Blackburn is 

CBLPI’s 2016 
Woman of the 

Year

page 3

Actress Stacey 
Dash headlines the 
Western Women’s 
Summit
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Young women leaders receive training and support at the Western Women’s Summit in 
Santa Barbara, California, wearing shirts especially made for them for the Summit

“The Summit encouraged me to stand up for 
my conservative beliefs on my campus rather 

than back down when facing adversity.”  
—Caroline, University of Florida

Follow CBLPI on social media 
for the latest photos, events and 

other happenings!

@CBLPIfacebook.com/cblpi

Please send us your email 
address in the enclosed 

envelope to receive regular 
updates and special information 
including when our programs 

will be on C-SPAN TV.



 

The Clare Boothe Luce Policy Institute’s 
mission is to prepare women for 

effective leadership and to promote leading 
conservative women. The Institute strives to 
advance America’s women by promoting and 
preserving conservative principles.

The Dr. Elliott & Darla Partridge 
National Headquarters

112 Elden Street, Suite P
Herndon, Virginia 20170

(888) 891-4288
www.cblpi.org

The Luce Ladder is a publication of the Clare Boothe Luce 
Policy Institute, a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization. 
Contributions are eligible for a tax deduction. The Institute’s 
tax ID number is 54-1672138.
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For most of us, our policy views 
are formed when we are young—

according to recent studies, the ages 
14-24 are the most formative time for determining 

lifelong ideological preferences. This is why CBLPI 
focuses on students who have a lifetime in front of them 
to be activists for conservative ideas.  

A recent Harvard survey of more than 3,000 
Millennials shows encouraging results, but we still have 
work to do. A majority disapprove of President Obama’s 
handling of issues like health care and the threat posed 
by ISIS. And Millennials have a high level of distrust 
toward government institutions and the media. While 
only a third currently identify as conservatives, this survey 
shows that many more are ready to join our side and 
solidify their beliefs when we reach out and explain the 
individual issues.

You can see the difference CBLPI is making in the lives 
of young people on the pages of this newsletter. From our 
Western Women’s Summit where young women explored 
key issues like the plight of women in the Middle East 
and the economic challenges of small businesses, to 
our Conservative Women’s Network luncheons where 
attendees heard from speakers like Gayle Trotter 
on Second Amendment rights, CBLPI is taking the 
conservative message to young people across the nation.

Your support of our work is making a tremendous 
difference for the future of our country, changing and 
saving lives. Thank you for all you do.

Clare Boothe Luce 
P o l i c y  I n s t i t u t e

Letter from 
the

President
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Spotlights
“Thank you so much for teaching me how to put on a 

lecture,” said 2015 summer intern Anna Lippincott, who 
brought CBLPI speaker Dr. Christina Hoff Sommers for a 
lecture at Ohio University. Dr. Sommers drew a capacity 
crowd of 150 to hear her speech about the culture of 
political correctness that has taken over many college 
campuses today.

Bay Buchanan spoke at Wisconsin Lutheran College for 
a CBLPI sponsored lecture organized by Marta Stahlfeld, 
a student at Wisconsin Lutheran College who attended 
our 2012 Western Women’s Summit as a senior in high 
school. Years later, our Summit attendees are still actively 
promoting conservative values. Bay spoke about pro-life 
leadership and encouraged students to be bold and willing 
to step outside of their comfort zone when debating 
critical issues like the right to life.

Left: Bay Buchanan with Marta Stahlfeld, a student leader at Wisconsin 
Lutheran College and a 2012 Western Women’s Summit attendee. 

Right: Dr. Christina Hoff Sommers speaking at Ohio University. 
Her talk was organized by 2015 CBLPI intern Anna Lippincott.
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luncheon co-hosted by the Clare Boothe Luce Policy 
Institute and The Heritage Foundation.  Held in Washington, 
D.C., the luncheons provide attendees with the opportunity 
to learn about current issues from conservative leaders and 
connect with other women in the Washington area.  For 
more information about CWN, visit www.cblpi.org/events or 
contact Camille Hart at chart@cblpi.org.

> Congressman Jim Jordan of Ohio, a solid 
conservative and our once-a-year gentleman speaker, 
gave his outlook for the 2016 House Freedom Caucus 
agenda.

> Katharine Gorka, President of the Council on 
Global Security, spoke powerfully about one of the 
most important issues facing America today: the threat 
of Islamic terrorism.

> International human-rights lawyer and Senior Fellow 
at the Hudson Institute Nina Shea spoke about the 
genocide of Christians in the Middle East by ISIS. Her 
moving talk aired live on C-SPAN into 100 million 
American homes.

> Gayle Trotter, a columnist, political analyst, and 
attorney, gave a talk about why women need to think 
seriously about their Second Amendment rights titled “A 
Woman’s Right to Choose Self-Protection.”

Katharine Gorka 
spoke at CWN about 
the threat of radical 

Islamic terrorism.

CBLPI interns 
Jessica Lora (Weber 

State University) 
and Elissa Manalo 

(King’s College) with 
CWN speaker Gayle 

Trotter (center).
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Representative Marsha Blackburn of Tennessee accepted CBLPI’s 2016 Woman of the Year Award at a special luncheon in 
her honor in Washington, D.C. Young women leaders from across the country filled the room to hear her speak.

Rep. Blackburn is a champion for our conservative values who is showing extraordinary leadership. She serves on the U.S. 
House of Representatives majority whip leadership team and is an expert in telecommunications and intellectual property 
rights with strong ties to Tennessee’s recording industry. She is one of CBLPI’s best speakers on the Obamacare disaster and a 
great role model for young women.

“It was an honor to accept this award in a room full of young women who are the future of the conservative movement,” 
Blackburn said after the luncheon. “The Clare Boothe Luce Policy Institute has done a tremendous job of not only 
encouraging young women to lead in their communities, but preparing them with the tools they need to fight for conservative 
constitutional principles.”

Celebrating Brave Conservative Women
CBLPI names U.S. Representative Marsha Blackburn its 2016 Woman of the Year

Left: CBLPI President Michelle Easton presenting Marsha Blackburn with the 2016 Woman of the Year Award. Right: Blackburn 
with some of the luncheon attendees and past Woman of the Year Award recipients including Marji Ross (2005), KT McFarland 

(2015), and Becky Norton Dunlop (2008), as well as Conservative Leadership Award recipient Kellyanne Conway.



 Young women leaders from across the nation experienced CBLPI’s life-
changing Western Women’s Summit in April. Summit attendees spent three days 
in Santa Barbara learning about critical issues, networking with other conservative 
students, and receiving advice and mentorship from top conservative women speakers.

 Summit speakers included CBLPI Board Member and Regnery Publishing 
President Marji Ross, author and former presidential campaign spokesperson Ying Ma, 
Fox News analyst Lisa Daftari, and Beverly Hallberg, a media expert and speech coach 
who led a two hour training session on public speaking. Actress Stacey Dash, known 
for her breakout role in the 1995 hit movie Clueless, gave the keynote dinner banquet speech and stayed after her talk to 
meet attendees and sign copies of her book posters. Her book, released this summer, is titled There Goes My Social Life: From 
Clueless to Conservative and CBLPI will preview the book with a June “Afternoon with an Author” event in Washington, D.C.

 All Summit attendees received a Clare Boothe Luce Policy Institute t-shirt and a tote bag filled with important 
resources including policy papers, a great Regnery Publishing book on Margaret Thatcher, and information about putting on 
CBLPI programs. Please visit our website at cblpi.org to view video of the Summit speeches.

The best way to ensure future generations are educated on 
conservative values is through a planned, and lasting, gift. If 
you are interested in planning a future gift through bequest, 
annuity or other, please call the Clare Boothe Luce Policy 
Institute President Michelle Easton or Development Officer 
Cindy Rushing at 703-318-0730 or toll free at 888-891-4288.

From left: Julia Davis (Christopher Newport University), Savannah 
Lindquist (Temple University), and Elissa Manalo (King’s College) 
at the Summit’s closing dinner banquet featuring Stacey Dash. 

CBLPI Board Member and Regnery Publishing President 
Marji Ross speaking at the Summit luncheon.

Julia Zellers from Texas 
Christian University introducing 

herself at the Summit. 

Actress and author Stacey Dash gave the keynote 
address at the Western Women’s Summit.

America’s Conservative Women are
Depending on Your Help!
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Three students from Gordon College and Minnesota’s 
University of St. Paul at the Western Women’s Summit.


