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DEAR FRIENDS,
What is American Exceptionalism? American Exceptionalism – so eloquently articulated in America’s founding 
documents – is the promise that safeguards each individual’s life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness, and defines this 
nation as the sweet land of liberty and opportunity in the world. And America’s citizens, as exemplified by the leaders 
featured in this calendar, are bound together by our love of America’s greatness, which the calendar background 
photos show.

This 2021 Great American Conservative Women calendar honors 12 conservative women who are impacting our 
country in profound ways. And next to their picture, each of them comments on American Exceptionalism.

The mission of the Clare Boothe Luce Center for Conservative Women is to celebrate exceptional women like these 
in the calendar and present them as role models to young women all over America. We concentrate on promoting 
strong conservative women role models like Senator Marsha Blackburn, Governor Kristi Noem, and Rachel Campos-
Duffy who are proudly pro-American, pro-family, pro-free enterprise and entrepreneurship, and pro-national defense.  

Millions of young women struggle to resist feminist and leftist dominance at their schools. Universities are determined 
to eradicate from textbooks and courses – and ultimately from our young peoples’ memory – the achievements and 
lives of those who’ve made our nation great. They need to hear the powerful patriots in this calendar effectively 
refuting the Left’s lies and distortions about America.  

The Center for Conservative Women understands the power of strong female mentorship – it’s why we produce this 
calendar.  Like Clare Boothe Luce, our organization’s namesake, the women in this calendar are fighters to preserve 
America’s freedom. They are hardworking outspoken advocates of American Exceptionalism who can be admired by 
all Americans for years to come.

Sincerely,

President, 
Clare Boothe Luce Center for Conservative Women 
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21
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Senator
Marsha 

  Blackburn
"When I look out on this beautiful 
country, I feel inspired by the resilience 
and bravery of her people. It may be 
fashionable in some corners of the 
globe to lean in to derision and 
despair, but here in these United 
States of America, we stand strong 
in the knowledge that  life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness are 
more than just words on some ancient 
parchment—they represent a promise 
we make ourselves, and to each 
other, every single day. America 
is the world’s last, brightest, 
shining city on a hill, and it 
is her people who ensure 
the fire stays lit."   
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Marsha Blackburn was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2018, serving the state of Tennessee. Previously, she represented Tennessee’s 7th 
Congressional District.  She began her career in public service in 1995 as the Executive Director of the Tennessee Film, Entertainment, and Music 
Commission, after which she was elected to the Tennessee State Senate. Marsha is a member of numerous charitable organizations and is an active 
member of her church, Christ Presbyterian. Marsha and her husband, Chuck, live in Williamson County, Tennessee, and they have two children and 
two grandchildren. The CBL Center for Conservative Women awarded her our 2016 Woman of the Year. New Year's Day

Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day

March for Life



Star Parker
"America has always been known as the land of 
opportunity. For that reason, it has drawn immigrants 
like a magnet. Its exceptionalism, however, is based on 
something more than the asylum it offers to exiles. 
It is exceptional because it makes flight unthinkable 
for its own people.  The land of the free, home of 
the brave, keeps its own in a way equaled nowhere 
else.  America builds walls not to imprison its own 
people – as authoritarian states do – but to preserve 
liberties and opportunities for its own people. My story 
illustrates this in a most dramatic though not unique 
way. When my business was burned down during the 
Rodney King riots in the early 90s, I did not flee the 
United States to find security elsewhere. I rebuilt on 
the promise of freedom and prosperity here. Time and 
again we see this scenario: even people who bewail 
their condition in the United States are virtually never 
tempted to find refuge elsewhere. By the testimony 
of their own conduct, America is the only place to 
live. That exceptionalism is not a declaration of 
superiority to other human beings; it is a celebration 
of blessings enjoyed nowhere else to a like degree. A 
land favored by God’s generous hand rightfully calls 
itself exceptional. "   
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Star Parker is the founder and president of the Center for Urban Renewal and Education (CURE), a Washington D.C. based public policy institute that promotes market-
based solutions to fight poverty.  In 2017, Star joined the White House Opportunity Initiative task force to share ideas on how to best help our nation's most distressed zip 
codes. To date, she has spoken on more than 250 college campuses, and she has authored several books, including Uncle Sam’s Plantation. She is a regular commentator 
on national television and radio, and is a nationally syndicated columnist with Creators Syndicate, with 7 million weekly readers. 

Presidents’ Day Ash Wednesday

Groundhog Day
Ronald Reagan’s 
Birthday (1911)

Abraham Lincoln’s 
Birthday (1809)

Valentine’s Day

George Washington’s 
Birthday (1732)



Governor Kristi 
Noem 

“America is an exceptional nation, founded 
on the key principles of equality, freedom, 
and opportunity. We must remember that 
America’s battle for independence and 
fight for self-governance was something 
that had never been done before. Our 
Founding Fathers were men of great 
intellect and wisdom, and they hoped 
that our constitutional republic would last 
for ages. Today, we live in an era where 
these founding principles are under 
attack, and it is our duty to stand 
up every day and defend the things 
that make America special. 
We the people are the 
government ;  we 
the people must 
work to preserve 
our constitutional 
republic.” 
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Clare Boothe Luce’s 
Birthday (1903)

St. Patrick’s Day First Day of Spring

Passover 
(begins at sundown)

Palm Sunday
National Vietnam 
War Veterans Day

Daylight Savings Time 
Begins (spring forward)

Governor Kristi Noem is a wife, mother, and lifelong rancher, farmer, and small 
business owner. She served in South Dakota’s state legislature, as the state’s lone 
member in the U.S. House of Representatives, and in 2018, was elected as South 
Dakota’s first-ever female governor. She often says that her greatest accomplishment 
is raising her three children, Kassidy, Kennedy, and Booker, with her husband Bryon.



Betsy  DeVos
"America is exceptional because 
of her freedoms. Not simply 
because they are in the 
Constitution’s text, but because 
they are an intrinsic part of 
who we are. The world knows 
that, and craves it. Thousands 
upon thousands of people risk 
everything to escape tyranny and 
flee to the United States for a better 
life—for freedom. But 'if we lose 
freedom here,' Ronald Reagan warned, 
'there is no place to escape to.' America is 
the hope for the world. Let’s resolve 
to get back to believing in and 
living out our freedoms in 
ways our Framers—and 
our Creator—designed."  

National Archives
WASP pilots
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Elizabeth “Betsy” DeVos is the U.S. Secretary of Education. She has been active in politics for over 35 years, served 
four terms as the chairwoman of the Michigan Republican Party, and has served in numerous leadership roles with 
campaigns and party organizations, as well as chairing the boards of both the American Federation for Children and The 
Philanthropy Roundtable. Today, her political efforts are focused on advancing educational choices. Secretary DeVos is 
married to entrepreneur and philanthropist, Dick DeVos, and together they have four children and five grandchildren.  



Rachel 
Campos-Duffy

"I am the daughter and granddaughter of immigrants. They 
taught me to love America.  Their stories about poverty 
and enduring religious persecution gave me a special 
appreciation for just how lucky we are to be Americans. 
Our freedoms include economic freedom. American 
Capitalism is not a bad word! It’s a beautiful word. 
Own it. Capitalism married with Judeo/Christian 
ethics is a very, very good thing.  

"In all of human history, no other system has lifted 
more people out of poverty and into the ranks of 
the middle class and beyond. No country has done 
a better job than the United States of America in 
securing the freedom of its citizens to work hard, 
prosper, and achieve their American Dream. 

"If we don’t pass these ideas and values on to 
our children, there’s a generation of desperate 
Venezuelans and young freedom-yearning 
Chinese who can tell us what our future will 
look like of America." 
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Memorial Day

National Day of Prayer V-E Day (1945)

Mother’s Day Armed Forces Day

Rachel Campos-Duffy is a published author, communications consultant, and television personality, frequently appearing as a Fox News and 
Fox Business contributor. In 2018, the Center for Conservative Women named her our Woman of the Year. She often speaks at Luce Center for 
Conservative Women events and conferences. Rachel lives in Wisconsin with her husband, former Congressman Sean Duffy, and their nine children. 



Liz Wheeler
"Creed Bratton from The Office once said: 'I already won the lottery, I was born in the 
USA, baby!' He's right. America IS exceptional...not because we the American people 
are better than people from any other nation, but because our system of gov't 
was founded on the truth that individuals outrank the gov't, and govt's primary 
purpose is to protect the inherent God-given rights of the people. No other 
nation in the history of the world was structured to ensure individual liberty like 
the USA. Why is this important? Because of this, we the American people aren't 
just free - we are FREE to do good. This is an inherently Christian truth. God 
gave us free will to choose him (or not). Likewise, in our political system, as Bre 
Payton once said, 'Freedom is to allow you to make virtuous decisions.' As a 
result of this truth protected in the highest law in the land, the American people 
throughout our short history have been the greatest force of good in the world: 
our economic prosperity has lifted more people out of poverty in our nation & 
around the world than any nation in history, we are the most charitable nation 
on earth (individually & as a country), we are a force for freedom, an example 
to the rest of the world of recognizing the dignity & value of every human life.  
"For me personally, living in the United States means the ability 
to worship the God I choose, practice my faith freely, speak out 
on issues that matter, rebuke the gov't when there is injustice, 
protect my family & myself from harm, create a business to 
provide for myself & my loved ones, and share the prosperity 
with those around me. THAT is pretty exceptional, and I 
thank God every day to live in the United States of America." 
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D-Day (1944)

 Flag Day
U.S. Army Birthday

First Day of Summer
Father’s Day

Liz Wheeler is a policy commentator and the author of Tipping Points: How to Topple the Left’s 
House of Cards. She was formerly the host of Tipping Point with Liz Wheeler on One America 
News Network. Her Final Point videos have garnered millions of views on social media. A 
graduate of Penn State University, she was named a top ten “30 under 30” rising conservative 
star by Red Alert Politics and has been profiled by Politico magazine as a “titan of conservative 
media." She is a very popular speaker for Luce Center conferences and events.



Diamond 
and Silk

"America is exceptional and why we 
personally feel blessed to live here,  
America is exceptional because it is the 
greatest country on earth. It's the land 
of the free and the home of the brave. It 
offers opportunities to all Americans who 
dare to be bold and courageous enough 
to pursue them.  America is exceptional 
because it allows the ordinary to turn 
a thought into a dream, and a dream 
into a reality, making it extraordinary.  
America is exceptional because it 
is a Republic, which is governed 
by constitutional laws, which 
grant us the right to liberty and 
freedom. We are so blessed to live 
here because we were born here, not 
as slaves but as free independent thinkers, 
which allow us to choose our destiny and 
stand in our greatness. " 
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Independence Day

Lynette “Diamond” Hardaway and Rochelle “Silk” Richardson are sisters and political commentators from North Carolina. 
In 2015 they began as video bloggers, where they soon exploded in popularity and grew a large internet following. In 2015, 
Diamond and Silk launched “Ditch and Switch” to encourage others to leave progressive politics and embrace conservative 
ideas. In 2018, they testified before Congress about social media censorship, and their growing popularity landed them a 
contract to continue their commentating on FoxNation, and to publish their book, Uprising in August 2020.  



Kellyanne 
Conway

“I was raised in a household of all women. They 
were self-reliant and resilient. Their lives were 
not easy, but they never complained. Money was 
tight, but we had an abundance of what mattered 
most: family, faith and freedom. I learned that in 
America, limited means does not make for limited 
dreams...This is a land of inventors and innovators, 
of entrepreneurs and educators, of pioneers and 
parents, each contributing to the success and the 
future of a great nation and her people.”
 
“For all of its political differences and cultural 
cleavages, this is a beautiful country filled with 
amazing people. The promise of America belongs 
to us all.”

From Kellyanne’s speeches at 
the Republican National 

Convention August 26, 
2020 and her White House 

Goodbye speech August 
23, 2020
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U.S. Coast Guard 
Birthday Purple Heart Day

Kellyanne Conway is a former Senior Counselor to the President of the United States, and served as campaign 
manager during his 2016 presidential campaign. After attending George Washington University Law School, she 
served as a judicial clerk for Judge Levie of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia.  She and her husband have 
four children.



Kristan 
Hawkins

"America’s greatness was born from the 
commitment of men and women who put 
their lives on the line to create a nation 
that didn’t just deliver for them alone but 
allowed others to prosper. Our nation hasn’t 
navigated all our challenges well. Sometimes 
things break; sometimes things need to 
be broken and rebuilt better and stronger. 
Yet, the promise of 'life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness' for all is one that has 
inspired the world. Life is first among 
these liberties, without which all other 
rights are meaningless. Our nation 
will continue to be exceptional as 
long as we continue to fight 
for each life of every race, 
creed, and color to have 
the chance to thrive and 
prosper, building something 
beautiful."  
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Labor Day
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(begins at sundown)
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(ends at sundown)

Yom Kippur 
(begins at sundown)

Yom Kippur 
(ends at sundown) Constitution Day U.S. Air Force Birthday

First Day of Autumn

Patriot Day

V-J Day (1945)

Kristan Hawkins has been the President of Students for Life of America since 2006, 
when she launched their full-time operation. A published author, she wrote the book 
Courageous: Students Abolishing Abortion in this Lifetime.  She regularly speaks at pro-
life conventions and events across the United States, including many college campuses. 
Her proudest accomplishment is being a wife and mother of four children, and in her free 
time, raising awareness for cystic fibrosis, a disease shared by two of her children.  



Carol Swain
"America is an exceptional country because 
of its Judeo-Christian roots and the values 
and principles enshrined in our Constitution. 
We are a nation of laws. We are also unique 
people bound together by our history and shared 
ideals. Our can-do spirit works in harmony with 
our strong sense of individualism and self-
reliance, our quest for limited government, our 
belief in private property, and human life's 
sanctity. Although America is not perfect, she 
has always striven to do better. Success is 
possible here for anyone willing to work hard 
and avail themselves of opportunities. 
I am a product of the American 
Dream. I am also a patriot who 
loves her country and would 
like to see it preserved and 
protected. " 

National Archives
86-WWT-85-35
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Columbus Day

U.S. Navy Birthday
Margaret Thatcher’s 

Birthday (1925)

Halloween

Dr. Carol Swain is an author, public speaker, policy commentator, and former professor of political science and professor 
of law at Vanderbilt University. She was previously a tenured associate professor of politics and public policy at Princeton 
University’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs. She is the author or editor of nine books, and her 
commentary is widely shared in print and news media. She is also a popular speaker at Luce Center summits and campus 
lectures. 



Catherine 
Engelbrecht  
"As children of God, freedom 
is written on our hearts.  As 
American citizens, we are 
blessed to be part of a country 
that was founded in faith 
and dedicated to preserving 
our God-given freedoms. 
It is freedom - our love of 
it, our respect for it, and our 
protection of it, that makes 
America truly exceptional. 
Freedom! "

Burke & Atwell, Chicago (Photographer)
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Veterans Day

Thanksgiving Day

Hanukkah 
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 Giving Tuesday 
www.cblwomen.org

Election Day

Daylight Savings 
Time ends (fall back)

U.S. Marine Corps 
Birthday

Catherine Engelbrecht is a wife, mother, a business owner, and a proud native Texan. Catherine is the founder of True 
the Vote, an organization seeking to prevent voter fraud and restore integrity to our electoral system. In 2011, she was 
recognized by CPAC with their Ronald Reagan Award for her outstanding work with True the Vote. She currently lives 
with her husband and children in Texas while she continues her important work to protect our elections.



Katie Gorka
"I was not taught to love my country. I 
was not taught what it meant to be a 
citizen in a self-governing republic, 
with all of its responsibilities as well 
as rewards. My true education began 
when I lived in Hungary after the fall 
of the Berlin Wall. Then I learned 
first-hand the devastating impact 
of socialism. That is when I fell in 
love with my country, the United 
States of America.  Today, I believe 
nothing is more important 
than recovering an educational 
system that teaches our 
children and youth what an 
exceptional country this is. Not 
that it is perfect, but that it 
is in our hands—not in the 
hands of some tyrant or 
despot—to make this 
an ever more perfect 
union."

National Archives photo 
no. 26-G-2343
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Christmas Eve

Hanukkah 
(ends at sundown)  Pearl Harbor Day (1941)

U.S. National Guard 
Birthday Bill of Rights Day

First Day of Winter Christmas Day

New Year’s Eve

Katie Gorka is the Director for Civil Society and the American Dialogue at the Heritage 
Foundation. Her experience living in Budapest, Hungary for 12 years led to her commitment 
to fight for freedom and American Exceptionalism. She has provided her expertise on irregular 
warfare and terrorism to various organizations including the FBI, US Army Special Forces, 
the Marine Corps, and law Enforcement. She served as Senior Advisor for the Department of 
Homeland Security, and later served as Press Secretary for U.S. Customs and Border Protection.



Clare 
Boothe 
Luce

 
"...she was a fulfilled woman who 
refuted her favorite aphorism: 'No 
good deed goes unpunished.' The 
proof was in her mail, full of letters 
from young people saying, 'You’ve 
been my role model for years.' 
That, Clare admitted, was 'the real 
satisfaction you get in life – the 
people who say you’ve changed 
their lives."   

From Henry Luce III remarks at 
CBL’s memorial, St. Patrick’s 

Cathedral 10/13/1987
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New Year's Day

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day March for Life

Clare Boothe Luce lived from 1903 to 1987 and is the namesake of the Clare Boothe Luce Center for Conservative Women because of her 
successful career and extraordinary life which inspires today’s future leaders.  She was a journalist during WWII, an editor and author, a playwright, a 
U.S. Congresswoman representing Connecticut and the U.S. Ambassador to Italy.  She was also a woman of great faith, a wife, and a mother.  Clare 
Luce, her namesake and granddaughter, serves on the Clare Boothe Luce Center for Conservative Women Board of Directors.
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